John & Sarah Newport (née Spicer)
(1809-1882) & (1806-1880)

(my great-great-grandparents)

hile there is very little doubt that my great-grgeindmother, Sarah Spicer, was actubtyn in
1806, when, where, and even if, she was baptisedtiso certain. She says, in later censuses,

that she was born in Reculver (Kent), and the snagalculation of subtracting her age from the
date of the census, makes her year of birth, 18{&8. baptism should, therefore, appear in the parish
registers of the only church in Reculver, St. Maryut there is no such record for 1806 or for mgagrs
either side. So, what happened? It's possiblestatwasn't baptised at all, or that she was, lseidiere.
With very little documentation to be found conceipithe ordinary, every-day person at that times it
important to find anything that does exist. Soatitto keep searching, or come up with a good retson
stop.

I must admit my first thoughts were that the Spif@anily history, which | had just started, wouldvieato
come to a sudden, premature end. | began to wanidiether | had found the right Richard Spicer. Ppsha
there was another one, not far away who had haighter, called Sarah. | decided, however, thatead
of giving up so easily and so early, it might bétdxeto re-examine what | knew of Sarah and heilfam

The first fact to be checked was that Sarah waaugliter of Richard Spicer and Elizabeth Jane Cosmbe
who were married at St. Martin’s church, Herne Saturday, December 13th. 1800.

There were two possible errors - either | had theng child, or | had the wrong parents. Therefblepked
at all the baptism entries, which | had extracteainf the parish registers, for children of Richardl a
Elizabeth Spicer, between 1800 and 1813. What Il Inage listed below.

» 1801 September 23rd. Elizabeth Jane
» 1803 September 4th. Henry

« 1806 November 23rd. Elizabeth

« 1809 December 29th. Jane Elizabeth

Henry, | could obviously forget! Elizabeth Jane vibasied in 1808, and Jane Elizabeth married a ®teph
Cottew in 1835. That left an Elizabeth, born in @kathe right year to be my great great grandmothe
There was no Sarah.

It didn't take too long, however, to realise thatre were too many Elizabeths. In 1806, the fitidalBeth
Jane was still alive, so it was extremely unlikiigt the parents would have given a second daugfeer
same Christian name. There are many instancelseiregisters, of children being given the same nasre
sister or brother who had died before they were blont never to my knowledge while the sibling veti#$
alive!

Could there have been an error in the recordinthefdetails? Perhaps, the vicar made the entrhén t
register later, after the ceremony, and confusechtbhther's and the daughter's Christian namesr Alftel
don’t suppose that neither Richard nor Elizabetluldidhave had reason, or the nerve, to have asked th
vicar if they might see the entry, even if we assuhat either could read.

Therefore, as far as | was concerned, it was ntome & possibility that this Elizabeth was, in famiy
Sarah.

Now, what about the parents? Did | have the rigigs@
Well, as far as | have found, there were certaimdyother Richard and Elizabeth Spicers getting iedyr

having children, or being buried, during this pdriaf time, nor in any of the surrounding parishEsis,
alone, seemed proof enough but further proof caoma §everal sources.



The censuses of 1841 and 1851 proved the relatpiEtween our John, his wife Sarah, and the Spicer
family.

The relationship was, later, confirmed beyond aasonable doubt when | came across the headstone fo
John and Sarah, in St. Martin’s Churchyard, HeBw, I'm getting ahead of myself. See later, towtre
end of this story, for what it was that | found.

There is one further piece of evidence of whichabwit aware until many years after | had all redeided
that | had found correct Sarah. This, | feel, psothe argument.

As | mentioned earlier, Jane Elizabeth Spicer radra Stephen Cottew, in 1833. In a scrapbook, wimg
grandfather started in 1890, he has pasted twepietpaper. One is a single sheet of a lettetemriio him
from a Rose Cottew, and posted off' 2&nuary, of that same year. A second scrap, ont fhe bottom of
another letter, bears only the signature, 'Rosde@bt My grandfather, obviously uncertain of theaetr
relationship has written, along-side the namewtbeds 'a cousin?'. Rose, the granddaughter of Steptas
in fact, grandfather's second cousin - that is éf accept that the baptism of Elizabeth Spicer, wéner
was, was really the baptism of our Sarah, who nsegems to have had one!

However, great-great-grandmother hadn't finished e though to confuse the situation further, 8ara
Spicer's place of birth was given, in both the 186d 1861 censuses as 'Reculver’, but then in8hg, s
'‘Broomfield, Herne'. Why the change? Well, perhsips thought that she was being more accurate hieut s
was in fact only half-right. As | found out muchtda she was, it is true, born in an area known as
‘Broomfield' that actually straddles the bordemimatn the two parishes of Reculver and Herne. Tistakeé
was, therefore, understandable, as the boundabktween the two parishes, ran right down thereasit
the lane that fronted their house. She only hadalk about six feet from her front gate, which viaghe
parish of Reculver, to be in Herne. The map belBig.(1) shows the rough position, and size, offtm,

and indicates the parish boundary line.
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Fig 1. Map of Herne/Broomfield showing the positairSpicer’'s Farm

Because Broomfield is only a very small, rural aletaought it possible that | might be able todfiwhere
Sarah had been born. A gentleman, living in Herag Bsomeone who my wife and | had known for many
years - was, once again, of great help. Havingtspemy years researching the local history, andesom
the family histories, of both Herne and Herne Bay,came up with a map showing a farm and farmhouse,
which he said was owned by Henry Spicer, Saralisdfather, back in the late 1700's and early 18G0's
was, for many years, known locally as Spicer's FdRiohard Spicer, Sarah's father, was almost caytai

2



born on the farm, and it is just as certain thaaBavas. | knew, when | saw the map that | hadadoy
Broomfield to see, and if possible photograph kidase.

One Saturday, my wife, and |, took a drive oveHtryne Bay and using the map found the Broomfietdar
without any difficulty. There, just where the magidsit should be, was a house that appeared ta kery
good condition. | was disappointed. It looked in @0 good a condition to be the one that | hadekoio
find. This, | thought can't be the same buildingrtiaps we had got it wrong, and the one on thewizesm't
the one we were looking for.

My wife looked around and spotted a small localtRaffice just a few yards away. She decided torgo i
and see what they knew (if anything at all) abopit&'s Farm. | went in with her, but we only gddrik
looks when we mentioned the farm and the SpicenenTone of the customers said that while he didn't
know of any Spicer's Farm, he did know that theseoapposite was known as Spicer's Cottage and had
been for as long as he could remember. He poihtedigh the window at the one just across the rahd -
one indicated on the map! It was, he said, a véddybailding, and the new owner had recently had it
extensively modernised, which was the reason Ithadght the house looked too young to be the one fo
which we were searching.

Looking at the house again, in spite of the regmiridrickwork, the new paint, and the double glaziriglt
then, and still feel, that this was the originalcgp's farm house, and had to be the birthplacayofjreat
great grandmother, way back in 1809. | was, bytthie very excited and very pleased with what wa ha
found. Just before we left, | took a photograph iy records, from across the road. (see Fig 2)

Below, is a copy of the photograph and, just to leasise the point, where | am standing is Broomfigld
the parish of Herne, while the garden wall in tleee§round is still Broomfield, but in the parish of
Reculver! No wonder Sarah was confused!

Fig 2 - The house in Broomfield is still known g@éc8r's Cottage.

From the Reculver rate books, Henry Spicer, Samgtsiadfather, took on the tenancy of the farm fiofv9
until he died in 1808 from when his son, Richardc8p(our great-great-great-grandfather) took awtil
1811. In that year, it appears the old landowned dind the new one became the occupant and deoided
run the farm himself - so the Spicer’s lost theim.



The strange thing is that even though the farm gbdmands, from the Spicer’s to the new ownerleag
ago as 1811, the house today is still known locadlySpicer’s Cottage’

Richard later bought a smallholding in the villagfeHerne, in Broomfield Road. By the way, Broomdiel
Road ran from St. Martin’s Church out to ReculMemwas so named because of the fields of broom that
grew there. Whether or not they were cultivatediermanufacture of brooms, | don’t know.

Before that, it was known as ‘Pudding lane’. Itat tknown quite why but, so | was told, it's believihat
there was a pie or pudding shop at the Reculveoétitk lane.

The farm, when Henry Spicer had it, was quite a
reasonable size, covering, in total, about twenty-
one acres of arable and pasture, and with
woodlands and farmhouse plus garden. |
obtained a copy of the tithe map of 1835, which
shows the area the farm covered

SPICER'S FARM (IN 1780)
'COMPRISED PLOT Nos: -

216 - EIGHT ACRES (ARABLE)
217 - TEN ACRES (ARABLE)
235 - MEADOW (PASTURE)
236 - PLANTATION (WOODS)
237 - GARDEN

238 - HAMMEL (PASTURE)
239 - THE HOMESTEAD

PLUS ROADS AND WASTE

Fig 3 - Tithe Map of 1835 showing the extent of J : 1 /
Spicer’s farm -
In 1850 it appeared on the market, for sale and N
was described thus:
'EEI;'/; 4
LOT 12 \ N
Acres Rods HIERNE al =\ 7
Perches TO HERNE STREET “\S‘\\ p //‘
239  The Homestead 0 0 12 \ = /
237  Garden 0 0 14 N2 /
238  Hammel (pasture) 1 0 0 ‘g/ % ,BROOMFIELD
236  Plantation (wood) O 2 8
235 Meadow (pasture) 1 1 11
217  Ten Acres (arable) 9 3 31 roowTERaRY
216  Eight Acres (arable) 8 1 35 HOAT \\\\
Roads and waste 0 1 20 PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE
Total 21 3 29 IR30/17/300

Well, having satisfied myself that | had found drgeeat-grandmother, |, then, set out to put togetthat |
knew about great-great-grandfather, John Newport.

1809 June 11th., Sunday. It was on this day that my great-great-grandfathehn Newport, was baptised in
the church at Nonington, Kent. The font used faptlsms is dated '1662', and is still in daily usbave
been unable to locate the house, or cottage, vtheréamily lived in the village, though there maill be
documents, such as rate books, that | haven't emnoss yet, so | intend to keep looking.

When | visited the village, some years back nowyaks a grey, overcast, and rainy day. The sortagf d
when it's best to light the fire, draw the curtaifgget all about it, and hope tomorrow will bettee. It
certainly didn't help the sad and dejected appearahthe sprawling village of Nonington.

| had the impression that Nonington was really wiltages in one. There was the very old, medieval,
farming village, almost lost among the great numbekictorian houses, built, I assume for the mier
when the production of coal became the more importaustry in the area.



The old part of the village was certainly much mat&active, and on a good day would, | felt haeerb
acceptable on the cover of a box of chocolatestoBading the 13th. Century church of St. Mary-the-
Virgin, it seems to be much the same as great graaidfather would have known it, half-timberedydid
and white, thatched cottages by the side of nanmads that wind their way between the buildingse Th
roads now have metalled surfaces with traffic nagkibut they follow the old original tracks canaa by
the passage of the horse-drawn vehicles of the mamtyries before.

John's parent's, John and Ann Newport, arrivelddnington sometime between the years 1805 and 1807
from the nearby parish of Kingston where they waigried on Saturday the 23rd. February 1805. Why
they moved, | have no idea. They weren't minerBey twere agricultural labourers, so | suppose that
someone offered them work there, but it is a ba afystery.

Great great great grandmother Ann, was the daughtishn and Anne Pay, and no stranger to thegeilts
Nonington as she had been born there in 1786, @t &er childhood days there. The parish registeosy
her baptism along with that of an older brother]l¥f (born 1783), and four younger brothers angkr fo
younger sisters. At the time when she and Johredhélvere from Kingston she still had several re¢si
living in the village, so could it be that it wasrhrelatives who found John work at a time whenias
having trouble?

1830 August 29th. Sunday. At Herne village church, the marriage banns @fnJand Sarah were called, for
the last time, before their marriage a week later.

Of more general concern during this week was tlosvigng unrest by the agricultural people of Kent who
were becoming more and more worried by what adfatiea time of depression. The combined effects of
the Corn Laws, the poor laws, and the drop in mapkiees were having a big effect on their alrepdpr
standard of living. In this last week of Augustaddur revolt started in Kent, and in particulathe area
around Canterbury. As autumn came on it was toashmeorth and west.

Great-great-grandfather, being an agricultural lelbg must have known and been very concerned dbeut
situation around him. Whether he was involved tp gneater extent than this | don't know.

Gangs of labourers moved about, sometimes as nmuehthousand strong, demanding that there be no
reduction in the poor law dole money, for higherges, and the abolition of the payment of tithe. Sehe
gangs broke up threshing machines and set firayddks in an effort to demonstrate to Parliamert the
country their worry and their strong feelings. Téhekemonstrations became known as the ‘Captain Swing
Riots’ and first threshing machine to be destroiyethese riots was at Lower Hardres, near Cantgrlaur
August 28, 1830. (Lower Hardres just happens twihere great great great grandfather John Newpat wa
born, in 1782, just coincidence, I'm sure!)

Next day, another machine destroyed some miles awvalewington, near Hythe. In both cases a gang of
men from the village of Elham, with others fromgtgiouring villages, were held to be responsible.

By the third week, about 100 machines had beemae=t, most of them in East Kent.

Seven men were charged with machine breaking dedl &t East Kent Sessions. They all pleadedyquilt
but Sir Edward Knatchbull discharged them with aticen and a three-day prison sentence.

That same night, a machine was destroyed neanditiurne and the next day four more were rendered
useless in the Canterbury area.

More men were brought to trial, but the magistratbe heard the cases themselves came under aftbck.
Cranbrook, a troop of 25 dragoons had to be despdtto disperse a crowd that had gathered to protes
against the machines and the conditions and there similar meetings in other parts of Kent, t&me

of them were peaceful; others were not. It wasfitt@ious ‘Captain Swing’ who signed the threategi
letters.



The county was in a state of great excitementhad-tench Revolution was in everyone’s mind andethe
were all sorts of rumours of revolutionary Frenchnsmeaking into Kent in the guise of smugglers and
stirring up trouble where there had been none kbedod many others.

Throughout the short and violent reign of ‘Capt&iming’, from 1830 until 1832, of prisoners tried bg
different courts, 25 were acquitted, 4 were exatdtw arson, 48 were sentenced to various terms of
imprisonment and 52 were transported.

Moves for a general amnesty for the convicted rotegan almost as soon as their sentences wesedpas
but it was not until 1834 that the first of the [@ain Swing’ convicts was pardoned and releas@tiose
that had been transported were freed to return httraagh few could raise the necessary fare tqlitiem
back. Historians differ about how effective the BgviRiots of 1830 were. They did not immediately
improve conditions for the labourers, although tday delay the introduction of threshing machireshie
same sort of numbers for another twenty years whafter all, was the immediate aim of the men who
destroyed them - the men who called themselvekeatively, Captain Swing.

| often think how nice it would be to live in theiigt past where nothing much happened and yowgpisin
with life!

1830 September 1st, Wednesday. John and Sarah were married at St. Martin's Chuittehne. Below is a
photograph of that entry
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Fig 4 - The marriage entry of John Newport and Sdr&picer, photographed from the original registess
Herne, Kent. Where the entry says ‘This Marriage sveolemnized between us’, the signatures of bothnlo
and Sarah are, indeed, thesignatures. They didn’t sign with a cross and thairiting is both clear and quite

The marriage entry reads:

John Newport, of this parish and Sarah Spicethisfparish, were married in this church, by banns,
this first day of September in the Year One thodsgight hundred and thirty.
By me - R. Baldock, Officiating Minster.

This marriage was solemnised between us: John bliewarah Spicer
In the Presence of: William Spicer X His Mark
John Thorp

The witness, William Spicer, was, I'm certain, Sesal9-year-old brother, though | have no proofhis.
John Thorp was the parish clerk.



Our John was 21 years of age, while Sarah was eaosyolder. It wasn’'t uncommon at this time for the
bride to be older than the groom. In fact, lookitighe parish registers, the difference in agesnsa®nly
quite often this way round but could be far gre#ttan in this instance.

| haven't yet found out why John went to Hernehia first place, nor when or from where. Neithereénav
any idea why he stayed there for the rest of iiégs hiever, as far as | have found out, having &vdein
search for work. It seems obvious that he had faominuous and stable employment with someond - bu
whom? A large landowner, perhaps, who had a mapnase and large gardens? John does put himself
down in later censuses as a 'gardener".

This, of course, being the bride's parish, wouldhgereason for having the wedding there, but hst mave
had some reason for staying - and where did he ®&eth? Did he go there with his parents who were,
perhaps, looking for work? Why, if so, did he steyen they moved on? Or did he return later becaftise
the possibility of work for himself? These areaiestions for which | hope to find answers one day.

1831 January 16th. Sunday. John and Sarah's first child, a daughter, Ann, bastized on this day at
Herne church. Obviously, Sarah was pregnant attiithe of their wedding which was a quite common
happening, as can, again, be seen from the paussters.

Though | had searched the Bishop's Transcriptd@untd all the Newport baptisms, marriages, andabsiri
over the past few hundred years, | had never camasa the baptism of Ann. The first thoughts youeha
when faced with such a situation, range from "Wy baptised somewhere else?' to 'Have | made a
mistake and included someone who isn't one of noestors?'

You start to think of all the researching, andhiglting, you have to do in order to find why youwlided
that person in the family in the first place sotthau can double check all those sources, in theckefor
the error.

It was only in the 1992 that | was able to seal&hdriginal parish registers of St. Martin’s churtterne,
and | was surprised and very pleased, when | canossAnn's baptism entry. Up until then | had diggn
able to see the Bishop's Transcripts as the regiftemselves were in the keeping of the incumbent.

When | heard that these registers had been degagit€anterbury Cathedral Archives library and,hivit
reason, were now easily accessible to all, | boe@k&ble and placed my order. Though I, roughlgvkihe
date of Ann's baptism, it was a great thrill touadly find it.

For information, the Bishop's Transcripts were anual written record of all births, deaths, and niages
performed in the parish by the vicar and came abguirder of the clergy of the province of Canteybimn
1597. Copies of the registers had to be sent t&Registrar of each diocese. Unfortunately all \scdidn't
take the same care and the accuracy of the copyiffgred. One vicar even copied the events from the
wrong year - and did it too many times for it todoe accident! These BTs, however, can be contgs,ga
errors, and omissions due to the lack of care tdlethe incumbent but they can also contain motailde
and may well have survived where the original negsshave been lost or damaged.

1834 March 31st. Monday.  Either in late 1833 or early 1834 the couple hagrtsecond child, a son
whom they named John William, baptising him at Hefhurch. John, the father, was described in the
register entry as " a servant”". What type of "setvae was, and for whom, | don't yet know. Whethever

will be able to find out is equally unknown, buints do, especially in family history, have the ihaif
turning up unexpectedly. While all types of workevere known as servants, it was usual to be more
specific than here, even if only to differentiatgveen 'house servant' and 'farm servant'.

1835 - 1841 An examination of the rate books show that theilfamere living, during this period, in one
room of a house, which belonged at that time toichdd Thorp. The rent was £1-10-0 a year. It was a
rather peculiar building, demolished about 1854ndpenediaeval in design with an overhanging stagey
one end, and a Dutch" gable at the other. (se&)Fig



Fig 5 - shows a view, of Herne Street, looking sowbwards the church of St. Martin, whose tower tet
can be seen over the rooftops. The original appebas an illustration in "The Lady's Newspaper" of
1848. It's marked number ‘1’ on the map (seeFig 6)

The house was situated at the north end of thagélland on the left-hand side of the main roadoas y
leave. It was the second building up from the LoRed Lion public house, which is still in existerioday.
Incidentally, the building in between John's onemoand the public house was originally the vicar’s
residence but by 1835 was a grocer's shop, owndedisard Man who married Sarah's cousin Mary Jane
Coombes.
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Fig. 6 Map of Herne showing the three houses in whiJohn & Sarah and family lived
(No. 1 from 1835t0 1841; No. 2 from 1841 to4¥8 No.3 from- 1847 t01899)



1835 Sometime this year, John's father-in-law, Richapdc&, took on the tenancy of a cottage in
Broomfield Lane, Herne (later to become ‘Schoold&’amhen the National School was built) where hediv
with his wife and family. This cottage was evenlydin 1847) to become the home of John Newport and
his family, until it was finally demolished in 1899he owner was John Palmer, a member of a local
wealthy land-owning family.

A dlight digression. In 1835, Sarah’s sister Jane Elizabeth Spicer marriedeah®n Cottew. The name
‘Cottew’ actually derives from the French word ‘Geau’, meaning ‘knife’ so it's reasonable to asstina
Stephen’s ancestry was French. In many of the Kanmish registers you will find this surname with a
variety of spellings - ‘Cotter, Cotton, Kootto, Ket Catteau, Cattew and even Cartew.

However, to get to the point, looking at the maig, &; opposite house no. 1, is a block of cottadesir in
total (one is much smaller than the others). Fr@80] these cottages were owned by the Cottew family

In 1802, a John Cottew, who was the owner at tinad,tdied intestate. There is an ancient Kentisiv La
known as ‘Gavelkind’, which was different from atlore normal methods of inheritance. Should a man di
intestate, all his sons inherited equally. Wethhid had eight sons so each inherited a one eigtittopeach

of the four cottages - not, as one would have eggetalf a cottage each, being as there werg, aftdour
cottages!

As the various brothers died off, each brotherarshgot a bit larger so that when three had dikth, a
intestate, the remaining five now inherited thasetions of the total estate and owned one fiftthea

Complications set in (you mean there weren't amgaaly?) when the fourth, married brother died legvi
four sons but no will! Each of those four sons niteel a quarter of their father’s one fifth of theginal
one-eighth share! Still with me? So now there wWete brothers with one fifth each and four nephevith
one twentieth each!

That was bad enough, but in 1850 a Thomas Coltaodrn factor of Canterbury, wanted to buy the whol
property and found that he had a lot of negotiatingo.

One of the original eight was now living in La Salin lllinois, in the USA, one at St Stephen’s eabury
and two in Herne. Of the four nephews, their fatiied moved to South Shields, become a Master Marine
and then lost at sea. Two of his sons were livm§auth Shields, one in St. Dunstan’s, Canterkamg,one

in Australia.

Thomas Collard started off with the sons and tith4'. He got one-fifth share from William Cottegif St.
Stephen’s for £60 and one from Peter, in lllinfds,£40.

In 1851, Isaac Cottew, of Herne, mortgaged hisest@iCollard for a loan of £15 and Stephen (théband
of Jane Elizabeth, my great great grandmotherterdisold his share, in 1854, for £60.

Later that year, Thomas Collard made his will legweverything to his wife.

After Isaac Cottew’s mortgage had gone on for ni@ars he finally conveyed his interest in the gmtto
Thomas Collard for the outstanding debt of £15 25 cash.

When Thomas Collard died in 1867, he still hadm@t ground to sorting out the four nephews with rthei
twentieths and his widow let things slide until 288hen she decided to dispose of the property adtth
get hold of allof it first.

So, finally, Charles Cottew, gent, of St. DunstarCanterbury, James Edward Cottew, of Melbourne,
Australia, John Cottew of South Shields, Captairthi@ Merchant Service, and Stephen Cottew, also of
South Shields, a Ship Surveyor, accepted £15 eackhéir little fractions of the four little cottag in
Herne.
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To sum it all up, the Collards had paid to the &o# a total of £250. What it had cost them over the
previous 30 years in lawyer’s bills is unknown tten Thomas Collard’'s widow came to sell the whole
thing a year later, she accepted a sum of only £800 a pork butcher, Henry Sheppard of Herne Bay.
total profit (forgetting lawyer’s bills) of £50 ov&0 years.

And after all that, Stephen Cottew, my great giggandmother’s brother-in-law, was still stayingtire
same cottage as he had been all those years ago!

1837 February 17th. Friday. My great grandfather, George, the third child ohd and Sarah's third
child was born today. The date is accurate becaesege wrote his date of birth, and that of othemiers
of his family, on the flyleaf of a small bible. Tingh the bible has not itself survived, that sirgjieet has. It
was pasted, by my grandfather, into his scrapbablich is where | found it.

1837 March 19th. Sunday. George was baptised at Herne Church by the RevareddMay. John, his
father was again described in the parish registeis ‘servant’.

1837 July 1st.  Civil Registration became law and, though by nansefully complied with in the first
few years, it was the start of our present systémimth, Death, and Marriage Certificates. Unforately,
for me in my early days of searching for the fanhilstory, George happened to be born at the wrodgpé
this year, and | could find no trace of him for sotime.

| began searching the last area where | knew tdiveed. From my grandfather's birth certificateistwas
Hampstead. It was some time before | found outrilih, that he was born in Herne, Kent, and theystd
how | found this out is indeed a story in it's ovight!

1840 July 10th. Friday. John William, aged 6, died earlier in the week ad buried on this day in Herne
Churchyard. By this time Sarah was already expgdatirir fourth child.

1840 November 29th. Sunday. William, their fourth child, was baptised at therHe church. This time the
registers gave John's occupation as a labouretheAtime of the 1841 census, John was still liviimghe
‘Dutch’ gabled cottage, as his address is stillriéeStreet’, which was the ‘main’ road running hesbuth
through the village. At this time, and for some rgeafterwards, houses weren’t numbered so it’sodilff to
determine exactly which house someone lived in.

Another problem, | found, was that ‘Herne’ villagras originally known as ‘Herne Street’. Only latehen
the village grew and became known as ‘Herne’ dil rtrain road become ‘Herne Street'. In a way it had
only retained its name as all there ever was af\liage, at one time, was the ‘street’.

1841 Sunday 7th. June. This year's census for Herne Street shows: -

Name Age Occupation Bornin Kent?
John Newport 30 Agricultural Labourer Yes

Sarah  Newport 30 Yes

Ann Newport 10 Yes

George Newport 4 Yes
William Newport 1 Yes

1841 Sunday 7th. June. This year's census for Broomfield Lane, Herneestsbows: -

Name Age Occupation Bornin Kent?
Richard  Spicer 65 Agricultural Labourer Yes

Henry Spicer 37 Yes

Mary Spicer 35 Yes

William  Spicer 6 Yes

Jane Spicer 2 Yes
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Ann Spicer 22 Yes
Richard Spicer 1 Yes

The 1841 Census was not a good one from the pbinéw of a family historian. Ages were rounded cow
relationships were not indicated and an individuas only required to say whether or not he/she boas
in Kent. It didn't ask where in the county.

7 9,
Jierne 1’ ,’//age

Fig 7 (a) - John and Family’s house in Herne Streé¥lo.2 on the map, Fig. 6)
The view is looking northward, up the main streetith St Martin’s Church immediately behind you.
It was demolished many years later and new housgi#t bn the site.

e
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Fig 7 (b) —Another view of the house, taken fromrtber down the street, and showing more detail.

1841 October. By this time, John and his family had moved asrb® street to a cottage owned by a John
Brown (see Fig 6). The yearly rental this time was which seems to indicate that the family was
financially better off than they had been previgusl

1843 May 27th. Saturday. John and Sarah's fifth child was born, and it wastlger daughter, who they
named Sarah, after her mother.

1843 June 25th. Sunday. Sarah was baptised at St. Martin's Church, Herdwhn is yet again
described in the register entry as a 'servant'.

1847 January 31st.  The couple's sixth and last child was born in ed@¢7. It was a boy who was
baptised James Newport at Herne Church. John'siptéésic of his occupation had reverted to 'labourer

This same year, the family moved out of the cotiagderne Street and into the cottage in Broomfledde
to live with Richard Spicer, Sarah’s father. Rialiarson and his family had moved on and Richardsklin
was now 73 and living alone so there was roomdbn, Sarah and their children.

1849 December 23rd., Sunday. Some time during this year, probably in late Nokem a
seventh child was born. It was a boy who was bagtilohn at Herne Church on Sunday 23rd. December.
John, the father, gives his occupation as 'labburer

1850 August 24th. Saturday. John, the youngest child, died and his burial tptdce at Herne Church
yard on Saturday 24th. August. He was 9 months old.

1851 March 31st.,, Monday. The Census taken this year gives more informdtian that of 1841 and is
the first of any real use to the family historian.

Correct ages, assuming that the person knew tigirame, had to be given, together with their retato
the head of the household, whether married orarat,their exact place of birth. According to thénsus,
John, Sarah, and four of their children were natingj in a house back in Herne where Richard Spices
the tenant. Richard's wife had obviously died by titme, and Ann (their oldest child) had moved. out

She (Ann) was a kitchen maid at the 'Fountain M¢dek Fig. 8) in St. Margaret’s Street, Canterpwtich
was renamed later as the 'Royal Fountain Hotedr aftshort stay there by Queen Victoria. During the
Second World War enemy bombing destroyed the hatel,a large area around it. Rebuilding took place
after the war and to day a shopping complex has ba#t upon the site of the hotel. Strangely erfoagch
plot of land that was sold for re-development iettd the rebuilding to the confines of the deed#) the
result that that part of Canterbury follows almesactly the original mediaeval layout.
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Fig. 8 The ‘Royal Fountain Hotel’ (originally theéFountain Hotel’).

In the census for Herne Street, John now givesdtspation as that of 'gardener’, while Georgé4atvas
an agricultural labourer.

This change in John's employment is very intergstirhe first question | had was "What exactly ie th
difference between a 'gardener' and an 'agriclli@ipaurer™?

| imagine the latter to be someone who works oarenf and is involved in heavy, manual work, such as
hoeing, or mending fences. General labouring, reowords. He didn't say he was a shepherd or imamls
so he wasn't involved with either sheep or caller did he put himself down as a 'ploughman’, oneo
other recognisable trade. So it seems most lilkedgecially as this is Kent we are talking abouidt tie was
employed on a farm, producing as its main line teggles, fruit, or hops - or perhaps all three.

The former occupation, 'gardener’, would definiteé/ someone who was involved with the cultivatién o
plants, etc., so, perhaps the second job was aahataogression from the first.

Of course, there is always the possibility thatMmoeked as a gardener at a large country housen&aeest,
and most likely, would, | believe, have been StrBadek House, which was occupied by the vicar ofnder
the reverend James S. May and several other membtrs May family.

George May, the father of James had owned thresidemable farms, Strode, Studd Hill, and Great
Ruckinge, and three smaller holdings (633 acresljrwhen he died in 1849, leaving it all to hignidy. Of
these | feel that, what became, Strode Park Hoasetle most likely place to employ John.

However, there is one more likely explanation. Jalas now living with Richard Spicer, his fatherlaw,
who had been a farmer and bought a small-holdiagatjoined the house in which they all lived. Rich
was, as I've said before, now 77 years of age sat veéhmore likely than John took over the runnimghat
small-holding?

Here is the census for 1851 showing all who livethe cottage in Broomfield Road.

1851 Censusyear (March 31st.) Piece No. HO107/1625, Folio No. 318v for the vidagf Herne.
Name Age Occupation Born
Richard Spicer  Head wadr. 77 Pauper Ag. Lab. Reculve
John Newport Son/law Mar 43 Gardener Nonington
Sarah Newport  Wife Mar. 44 Reculver
George Newport G/Son Un 14 Herne
William Newport G/Son Un 10 Scholar Herne
Sarah Newport  G/Dau. Un 7 Scholar Herne
James Newport  G/Son un. 4 Scholar Herne

1851 March 31st - Census. Piece No. HO107/1624, Folio No. 453v for St. Maggar Canterbury.
Address: 15 and 16 St.Margaret's Street. "Fourdaie!".

Name Age Occupation Born
Ann Newport Servant. un. 20 Kitchen Maid Herne

1854 Fig 9 shows an extract from the Herne rate booktiies year. Richard Spicer is listed as the
occupier of the house (or cottage) in Broomfielech&dor School lane) and John Palmer as the owner.

13



/ﬂ Parian or o

ANREARS, HATL.
RS, S S s S . e T TR e S R DI
< ur | Pros i I T
Ve, axcuses, X - (e J\b l Liesersplios of Property

Nomber | et wniothe p Name of Occupier” o | Nama of Owtar,
§oWesoucd. a-c:: " ¥oles. | § ;\ u- ruied.
‘ i Fo ; ! . :
Lo % h 5 . ; H i [ : F
£ L] L 4 . ¥

H
i Kume of Situation of Propercy.

47 J@/ S 27 (,@ef»b ?Zfﬁa Ao J%F’/ZO_/ e

2@ : : -oﬁ/[?f/:.. L e

27 ,—Zj YUnor-Creye r// ffm ; Sccterr Seps " :

7 //f(rd(@//L ! éoﬁ“«;c 1

Mt ; &l/u// Loorgh— Z%(f a;/f///.;n/c/z# G HAG . .

24 ' Q % chz éw/o{a— tar T fwz/ I fallzgs -

243 N /& 4{/(‘11 € U"ft'lﬂz- Y

244 v nd ; \//’/thzz"%éa///}z, 1

U8 . /(/ﬁdzfamm u///:f! ij/}fuw._ W A Gt v, ,

T G%’/&%Jéa/ & Sdmne L i lCodlig. . , _ [J
P e et u/z:u Filgere | leakage- : - —

i Horiras . Fomn sond % Sirase b ifendlane

Fig. 9 The Rate Book of 1854, showing Richard 3ise¢he ‘occupier’ and John Palmer as the owner.

1855 January 16th. Tuesday. Richard Spicer died, according to the death ceaté, of 'Gangrena
Senilis', which appears to be a blood clot, pogsiblthe brain, due to old age. Great great grahdfa
John, was the informant, and the address was giveply as 'The Street, Herne'.

1855 January 21st. Sunday. Richard Spicer was buried in Herne ChurchyardeARichard's death,
John took over the tenancy of the cottage, whichlgveemain the family home until it was demolished,
many years later.

1861 April 8th. Though I've searched the 1861 census of Kengveh't found any mention of
George or William, his brother. George may wellé@one to London by now, as he was to marry hss fir
wife, two years later, in 1863, at St George’s, ¢élar Square. The whereabouts of William is unknaten,
me and he may have moved to London with his brother

James (aged 14), their much younger brother, vgéadliin the Palmer Household at Herne Common, as a
servant. This is the same Palmer family that owinedcottage in Broomfield Lane, where John and his
family were living.

1861 Census-April 8th

Name Age Occupation Whereborn?
John Newport Head Mar. 54 Gardener Nonington
Sarah Newport  Wife Mar. 54 Reculver
Sarah Newport  Dau un. 17 Herne
Mary J. Man Relative Wid. 57 Herne

Mary J. Man was baptised Mary Jane Coombes at Hamrikbth. June 1803, and was the cousin of Sarah
Spicer, my great great grandmother. Mary marrieavdtd Man, grocer and baker, from Holborn, in
London, who had obviously died by the time of teasus of 1861.

The business that Edward and Mary Jane ran wasetbea the building north of the 'Lower Red Lion'
public house (which still exists to-day) in Herllward appears to have died 1858, as Melville’e@ory

for this year listed Mary Jane as the owner.

The couple had at least two children to my knoweedprah Ann, born 1849, and Maria, born 1842.

1861 April 8th. The census also shows the whereabouts of Anmldest daughter of John and Sarah.
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Bridge Village - RG9/518 - f34v

Name Age Occupation WhereBorn
Mary Edlin Head wid 42 Fundholder Bridge
Ann  Newport Servant un. 30 Cook Herne

Ann has changed her job as kitchen maid in thel hotthat of a cook in a private house, which | Yabu
imagine was a much better position as the ownéntehouse was a lady of private means (her ocaupi
given as 'Fundholder’).

1861 October 17th. Ann, the daughter, born 1831, married a Josenédr Potter, at Bridge. The entry
in the register reads:

Joseph Ellender Potter, of full age, bachelor,imeay Dover, father Morris Potter, rope maker, tmA
Newport, of full age, spinster, Bridge. Father Jdlawport, Gardener.

Witnesses: William Newport and Mary E Potter.
William was almost certainly her younger brothastrbin 1840.

The term ‘of full age’ was used for people who wexer twenty-one and no longer needed their paent’
consent to marry. Ann would have been thirty yedds

1864 October 15th. A Sarah Newport appears as a witness at the wegddfinStephen Cottew to
Susannah Hancock at Sturry in Kent; the fatherhef groom is also Stephen Cottew. | believe tha thi
Sarah is the youngest daughter of John and Sarabdie my great great grandfather and grandmother.

I, also, think it is obvious that the father is g@me Stephen Cottew who married Jane ElizabetteSphe
sister of my great great grandmother.

1865 June 10" William married Elizabeth Norman at St Mary’s Church, RegdBerkshire.

1871 John, aged 62, was listed in the census for #us,\as a 'market gardener'. He rented the lamihdbe
and to the side of the cottage, where he grew #nut vegetables.

| know there were fruit trees behind the house #wad he owned at least one horse and a cart. Alsket
done by my grandfather on a visit to the house8®2] shows the rear of the cottage. In what we trigh
the back yard there appear to be round boxes blogit, with some of them stacked. These boxesjluik
like the wicker ones used by the porters in Coantden. | forget the name but they were used foyice
fruit, though, as far as | am aware, they couldadigjibe used for vegetables.

In the rate books of 1882, the total extent of pheperty (both cottage and garden) amounted to ok m
than a quarter of an acre. Did he, on the othedhawrk as a gardener for someone else who owned a
market garden?

Sarah, John’'s daughter, does not appear in thensstor Herne and her whereabouts is at presenyiséeny.
James is, however, there as a milkman, still uniedyriand still living at home. He would, howevemna
than make up for this later in life!

1860 (About) The picture on the next sheet (Fig 10) seems ¥e baen taken in the 1860s. It was dated,
by a professional, from the dress worn by the taeids and the type of photographic plate used.

From what | see in the photograph and the appaged of the two women, | would agree with that foug

date. From what | have seen, on the Internet, ginapiny is considered to have commenced in 1839tend
type of glass plate used seems to fit the desoriptif an “Ambrotype”, which is dated as being used
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between 1851 and 1880. This was a glass slide achvthe image appeared positive from all anglesd a
that is how | remember the glass photograph.

The older lady, from the way she is standing indberway, obviously owns the house; her body laggua
says so. Because my great great grandparentsthieed from the 1830’s until they died, she in 1&8d he
in 1882, she has to be great great grandmotheah$d&wport.

Her daughter, Ann, would have been 29 years oliB#0, working as a servant to a Mrs Edlin in Bridge
| think that she is the second woman in the phatm married a Joseph Ellender Potter, 1861 andi lime
Bridge from there on.

And who is the little child on the grass vergehe tower left - one of the family or a neighbour?

Fig 10 - Newport's Cottage, Broomfield Lane
The little ramshackle shed by the side of the how$éch appears to be a very basic wood structtiie av

thatched roof, may well have been used purely stere house - for wood or such like but, lateribmay
well have held the harnesses, etc., for the hbisgthen had which was used in James'’s carrienbssi
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Fig 11 - Newport's Cottage, Broomfield Lane (copfa 19". Century painting)
On my wall, by my side at the time I'm writing, tleés a copy of a painting of almost the same sckme
by an artist, around 1856. | had the watercologyatone, a few years back, by a Herne Bay locatahd
took a photograph of it for my records and thisespp below. As can be seen, it below shows much the
same scene except that the ramshackle shed bydinefsthe house appears to be more solidly bdilt o
wood. | say James'’s carrier business because Jelirird1882 and the earliest reference to a caisiar

1889 (see later)

1871 April 2nd. The census listed the family as:

Name Age Occupation WhereBorn
John Newport  Head Mar 62 Market Gardener  Nonington
Sarah  Newport  Wife Mar 64 Broomfield, Herne

1880 September 2nd. Thursday. Sarah died and was later buried next to her fathéterne Churchyard.
They share a common headstone but are, | believiesdoon either side, in separate graves.

1881 April 3rd. The Census for this year gives the following infation:

Herne Street RG11/963 174 pl16. 84

Name Age Occupation WhereBorn
John Newport Head Widr 72 Gardener Nonington
James Newport Son  Un 34 Milkman & Carrier Herne
Jane Cottew  Sister Wid 71 Housekeeper Herne

Jane Cottew, were not John’s sister but that ofidtes wife. James had by this time taken over the
tenancy of the cottage and garden, as it is hisertaat appears in the rate books from this time on.

The rateable value of the property, in this yeass 3/5/0 per annum with the rate, at 6d. in the
pound, being 1s 7 2d.

1882 November 11th. Saturday. John died, aged 73, of ‘heart disease’ and issduriith Sarah in the
same grave in Herne Churchyard. The informanthercertificate, was his son James.
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Fig 12 - The back of ‘Newport’'s Cottage’ - from aalving by John James Newport, in 1882

James, the youngest brother, who had stayed at,heem on living in the house for some time befitre
was finally demolished, in 1898/9.

From sketches, dated Decembel" 1882, in my grandfather’s scrapbook, it would sebat George and,
perhaps his family (grandfather, obviously) weréigrne for Christmas that year. Whether they wesit jo
spend Christmas with James or remained after hisré to, perhaps, settle any affairs, | don’tkredw.

The sketch above was drawn by my grandfather, Jahmes Newport, in 1882, when he was 15 years old.
The ramshackle, thatched roofed, ‘shed’ has, by tilme, been replaced by the more solidly built dero
that we saw in the earlier photograph (see Fig 11)

The original drawing is larger than shown here Bnas you might expect, much clearer so it is pheture
that | have been examining and on which the follmpméomments are based.

On the lower left of the building, is what | atdfirtook to be the sloping doors of a cellar butctoser
examination, and taking into account the stranggpes of the items just to the right of the ‘doorthey’

could be a small carriage or cart stood on endlaacing against the wall. The other items, to tinigiint,

look like tools used in the business, perhaps. tmfately, it's very difficult to say what they aamd the
longer you look at them the more difficult it beassn

In the corner of the hose is what appears to bege Irainwater butt with a barrel standing upriggtt to it.
To their right, there are two doors set into thekbaall with what could be (and | think most likeily) a
horse trough between them.

To the right of the building itself (but still omé back wall) is what appears to be a lanterrodks too
small for a window and they may well have neededwside light considering the business that theyew
in and that they had a horse to look after.

There are two people in the yard - a man (just ¢éftentre) doing something to, putting something i
cleaning or moving, a (tin?) bath or large basisahe sort. He must be James, John youngest sowago
now running the market garden by himself. The woinathe picture must be Jane Cottew, John’s sister-
law, who had been the housekeeper for John andsJamthe past two years. She obviously needeitla st
which she is carrying in her right hand.

18



Fig 13. - The sketch above was done at the same tam the one in Fig 12and clearly shows a trap or
something similar inside the shed. Grandfather algmlicates roof supports (about six) while the p#irg
shows two and the original ‘Newport Cottage’ photagh shows none at all.

On page 2, | mentioned the headstone of John &hSamaSt. Martin’s Churchyard. Well, it's very badl
worn and the inscription has almost completely edodway, though it is possible to make out somhef
words, at the top of the stone, such as "In Aftewte Remembrance of", and then the name "SARAH
NEWPORT". Other words can be guessed at, but arelear.

Later, when speaking to a local historian, he toklof a man who, at the turn of the century, hadnded
all the monumental inscriptions in that particuithurchyard and published them in a book.

Fig 14. The headstone of John & Sarah Newport andcRard Spicer. The name ‘Sarah Newport’ can
just be made out on the original as can her fathgrRichard Spicer, on the reverse side. John’s nanas
eroded too far.

19



Later, | searched for and found the book in thalld¢ent library. The author's name was ‘Dwelley’dan
when he made his notes, back in 1914, John andh Sachonly died, roughly, 30 years before so hddcou
obviously see and read the inscriptions much cltedhan | could, almost a century later. He,
understandably, concerned himself mainly with cogyilown the facts, such as name, age, year, etc., s
didn’t bother to record religious inscriptions.

Regarding John, Sarah, and Richard, Dwelley’'s entead as follows: -
Entry No. 222 - Sarah Newport, d. Sep. 2 1880, ag8dalso John Newport, d. Nov 111882, aged 73.
Entry No. 280 - Richard Spicer, d. Jan 16th. 18%fged 83.

Richard’s inscription is, strangely enough, engdawa the other side of the headstone to that oh dwid
Sarah’s but whether he is also buried on the i, | don’t know.
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Fig 15. To give some idea as to where the graveslacated in Herne Churchyard, the headstone of doh
and Sarah Newport and Richard Spicer, is the one time centre of the picture with the two small
footstones almost buried in the grass; and with wiappears to be a single larger footstone just bisi
behind the headstone. You are looking at the frasftthe church and the main entrance can be seen
almost in the centre of the picture, below the larget of windows.

| later obtained the death certificates of JohmaBaand Richard, and these confirmed the ages (and
therefore the year of birth) of each individual.

| am sure that | have the correct, and it seemsotilg, Richard and Elizabeth Spicer, so | am equall
convinced that, whatever the reason for the misirakiee baptism registers of Reculver, ElizabefH,&06,
was, beyond a reasonable doubt, our Sarah.

The following photograph is interesting in thasiitows not only ‘Newport’s Cottage’ (first on thdt)ebut
also the second on the left, near the centre opitttere, was Richard Spicer’s house and, in fiagbart of

the main building forming an ‘L’ shape out of theo) but also a man leading a horse out from thé bac
garden.
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Fig 16. - Newport's Cottage.
Though | have no positive proof, the man holding ttorse, in Fig 16, above, HAS to be James, the
youngest son of John and Sarah. James ran a samadirdusiness between Herne and Herne Bay asawell
the market garden, as the entries below show. Bingehhas, obviously, just been led out of the yard
into the lane.

In ‘Rideout’s Directory of Canterbury and Neighbbood, with Faversham, Herne bay and Whitstable’,
dated 1889, the following entry appears in the des@ction: -

James Newport Carrier to Herne Bay Herne Street.

In Pike’s ‘Blue Book (another directory of the pmt), for 1893-1894 and for 1894-1895, there aratidal
entries as below: -

Herne J. Newport - Market Gardener Herne Street
TheMarket Garden

The following two photographs (Fig 17 and Fig 1Bpw the market garden, which lay behind and to the
side of the old cottage.
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Fig 17 - View of the market garden at the back aside of the old cottage

The cottage has now gone, so it's after 1899 buoaibee of the date in the lower right hand corrier it
earlier than 1912.

The haystack in the picture may well have beem'3ofor James’s). There’s a small tree (apple?vng
just to the right of the path, low down in the mi@odf the picture. It seems a strange place to saeh a
tree but it would appear to be old enough to haaantihere when John lived in the cottage.

It seems strange, now, but we are probably loo&inpe market garden laid out as John would hawvavin
it or, perhaps, he was responsible for the layungmthe first place.

| have no idea as to how big the garden was or velneall we see is all there was. It would also be
interesting to know what sort of produce he greathBoostcards, because of the leaves on the toedsas
though they were taken in spring or early summalse, there isn't the feeling of the untidiness et in
late summer when all the greenery has grown tiabbimuch. If so, then the bare branches setrowdaws
across the width of the garden, could be pea stinks the teller ones, perhaps, runner bean sticks.

The second photograph may have been taken some gadier than the first because it shows the halst

as being complete. On the other hand the haystagkhave been re-built, later. Interestingly, by side of
the haystack, you can see a carriage, which mayhareé been John'’s and later belonged to James.
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Fig 18 -Another view (from ground level) of the miegt garden at the back and side of the old cottage

In 1897 (at the age of 50), James finally got nealrand moved out of the cottage to live in Herng, Ba
17, Underdown Road. According a rumour, which weaewntld, James named the building ‘Chatham
House’ after the building society from which he foeved the money!

It's a nice story, there is another story which ldoseem to be more likely, and it's this. The housss,
actually, built much earlier in the century by amwiard Minter on land owned by a gentleman by theaa
of John Brough and in 1864, a John Banks, localpmdtmaster, stationer, hairdresser and perfunoeight
the house for £280 and named it after his birtrgl&hatham.

When John Banks died in 1897, he left ‘Chatham ldbts his housekeeper, Elizabeth Brooks, who, that
same year married James. She willed it to him ardition that when he died it would be sold and the
proceeds go to the Kent and Canterbury Hospital.J8mes never took out a mortgage on the propatrty,

all, as it had never belonged to him and the hawesealready named “Chatham House” when he moved in.

Betsy, died in 1908, at the age of 63 but Jamesllon for another nine years, dying in 1917. Howgelve
managed to get married again - to a Susan Fletcher8” May, 1910! He was 63 years of age but didn’t
wait long! Susan’s father was, however, a ‘manufisat (of what, | don’t know) but probably had mgne
so James may have thought he was on to a good thing

| took the next photograph in 1986 when | firstiteid Herne specifically to take pictures of theaatleat
great great grandfather would have known. | haggaver the old photograph (Fig 10) so many tirhes t
when | stood outside the white, timbered buildiaghe right in the above photograph | had the gian
feeling that when | turned around | would see thk anttage, just as it used to be, and the two wome
standing outside. | was, actually, a little bitwvars of turning round!

When | finally did turn, however, all there was,sthe open ground where it had once stood - nod fmse
parking cars. It was an very eerie feeling, however
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For the future, | want to see what | can find dubiat John’s business as a market gardener. Didlyesell
locally, and if so where? Is it possible to finddu

If he marketed his produce in, perhaps, Canterbisryt, possible to discover where? | keep looking f
advertisements in local newspapers but, so fae baen unsuccessful.
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Fig. 19 - School Lane in 1986.

And so ends the story of my great-great-grandpareat least for while, perhaps. | shall keep lagkior
more information on them as it often surprises mdaajust how much data has survived the years and
sometimes turns up in the most unexpected plaatthermost unexpected times.

24



